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Our Philosophy
Woodmoor Elementary aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable, and caring young people
who are active lifelong learners seeking to create a better more peaceful world.

The Principal’s Corner with Mrs. Franchesca Brown

Greetings Woodmoor Families,
Last month, we celebrated Black History Month with a Black History Living Museum featuring our 4th graders.
We are elated to have Jeremiah on this month’s cover. Jeremiah was Louis Armstrong. It was amazing to open our doors
and once again welcome our family and friends into the building after 2 years. February was also National Magnet School
month where we hosted our monthly Family STEM night, World Culture’s Week, our new Literary Society, and the annual
Winter Musical Concert. We also celebrated the 100th day of school.Yes, we have been in school for over 100 days! We
continue to stay focused on implementing a well-designed curriculum steeped in building critical thinkers who problemsolve and develop their individual learner profile. Our magnet program allows us to focus on building the whole child
instilling learning through concepts and ideas.
For the month of March, we look forward to introducing our students to their next Unit of Study. We have
analyzed each child’s middle of the year assessment results and we have a clear plan to improve their learning based on
their individual results.You are encouraged to join us monthly for the Magnet Advisory Council and provide us with
feedback on the upcoming units.
We are making great strides in their IB units of study. From Pre-school to 5th grade, students are participating
in studies that afford them with opportunities for hands-on learning and exploration. Grade levels are exploring units like
How the World Works which is an inquiry into the natural world and its laws. Others are learning about Where we are
in Place in Time which is an inquiry into histories, journeys, and explorations. Students are interacting with students from
different countries, constructing houses based on what they know about migration while others are learning about how
to make a democracy fluid to meet the needs of all the various constituents. Our students are successfully exploring the
world around them and beyond. They are creating solutions to problems both near and far.
This month, we will host Family STEM night which will include opportunities for families to engage in a science
and engineering project while using math and technology skills to solve the problem. All are welcome and encouraged to
participate; families must register to reserve a table.
As our weather continues to be topsy-turvy outside, at Woodmoor, we are only moving up to the top, with
our learning and our overall performance. Be on the look-out for invitations to special events scheduled throughout the
month. We hope to see you at Woodmoor, soon. Best wishes for a wonderful Spring season.

Your Partner in Education,
Franchesca O. Brow
Principal - Head of Schools
An IB World School

Primary Units of Study
Preschool, How We Organize Ourselves

Preschool students are working in their How We Organize Ourselves unit, in which
they will inquire into the structure and function of organizations. Students will explore
types of transportation, how we move, and how transportation helps people in order
to develop an understanding of how transportation helps people move around their
community.

Pre-K, How the World Works

Pre-Kindergarten classes are working in their How the World Works unit, inquiring into
how living things grow and change. Students will continue to study how animals, plants,
and people grow and change. The key concept of form (What is it like?) and change will
guide students’ conceptual understanding of stages and cycles. Students will have
exciting opportunities for hands-on learning and observation during this unit.

Kindergarten, How the World Works
Kindergarten students are currently working in their How the
World Works unit, in which they will inquire into the
natural world and its laws. Through a study of English Language
Arts, Science, and Math concepts, students will learn about
how things grow, weather patterns, and the seasons.

1st Grade, How We Organize Ourselves

First Grade recently concluded their How We Organize
Ourselves unit, in which students learned about how
understanding the world around us can help us meet the needs
of our community. First graders learned about the people and
places in a community as well as how communities meet
people’s needs. Working together, students brainstormed community issues they would
like to solve; students settled on the issue of litter. As a grade-level, First Grade planned
a community clean up and created posters around our school inviting others to clean
up trash.
In their next unit, How the World Works, students will inquire into how living things
adapt to meet their needs and to thrive in their environment. They will learn about
how living things interact, why living things adapt, and how people mimic the features of
other living things. Be on the lookout for students’ creative solutions inspired by the
natural world!

2nd Grade, How the World Works

In their How the World Works unit, Second Grade students will inquire into how humans apply their understanding of matter and how it
affects the world around them. Students will learn about matter’s observable properties, how matter can change, and processes that
change the earth. The key concepts of form (What is it like?), causation (Why is it as it is?), and change (How is it changing?) will guide
students’ conceptual learning and understandings as they engage in hands on activities and investigations.

3rd Grade, How We Organize Ourselves

Third Grade students will learn about how economic activities impact humans and the environment in their How We Organize
Ourselves unit of inquiry. Students will examine motivations for financial decisions, as well as consequences of financial decisions in the
past and present. Third graders will explore and practice making financial decisions of their own as they explore the topics of needs and
wants, spending and saving, and making a personal spending plan.

Intermediate Units of Study
4th Grade, Where We Are in Place and Time

Soon, Fourth Grade students will begin their Where We Are in Place and Time unit, which will focus on
how the past in evidenced in what we see today. Students will explore the concept of “building on our
past” through literature. Through the study of geology, students will learn how what is left behind helps
us to understand the past. By focusing on change (How is it transforming?) and causation (Why is it as
it is?), students will develop their conceptual understanding of place, time, and evidence as they relate
to time and place.

5th Grade, Where We Are In Time and Place
The Fifth Grade is finishing up their Where We Are in Time and Place unit, in which they have
studied how people’s lives are shaped by the time and place in which they live. Students have
inquired into how perspective is a reflection of time and place, how power and actions are
interconnected, and human response to challenge.
In their next unit, How We Express Ourselves, the Fifth Grade will explore how culture
influences people’s beliefs, values, and feelings. Students will inquire into how people express
their culture and how our beliefs, values, and feelings shape our political systems.

Woodmoor Literacy Society
is a family reading event. Each month, we will have a guest reader reading a book about a character
who exemplifies one of the 10 Learner Profiles (noted on the previous page) of an IB magnet
student. This will be a monthly event for the entire family to enjoy. Please join us. The meeting in
March will be virtual.

Message from the School Nurse
Hello families!
With the warm months approaching it is a great time to think of ways to incorporate
healthy eating into your daily habits. The percentage of obesity is over 20% for
children aged 6 to 11. Obesity can lead to health issues later in life so it is best to
start healthy eating habits in children. Some great ideas include:
-Encourage children to pick out some fruits or vegetables that interest them at the
supermarket.
-Cooking together as a family is a great bonding tool to encourage healthy choices.
-Mirror healthy eating habits.
- Serve a fruit or vegetable at every meal

Message from the School Counselor Ms. Martin
As part of our School Counseling Program, your child’s class will have the opportunity to engage in a
counseling core curriculum lesson during the month of March. The theme for this month is Mindfulness.
Students in both primary and intermediate grades will be invited to participate in learning around sensory
awareness, attention, and relaxation with the hope that they can then utilize these mindfulness strategies as
positive coping skills. The primary grades incorporate movement and sensory exercises to support motor
development and awareness. 3rd graders will learn test taking strategies which include mindfulness to help
reduce test anxiety. 4th and 5th graders will learn about the structures of the brain that regulate physical and
emotional responses to stressful events..
We want our students to feel empowered by many different tools of self-regulation. Mindfulness exercises
are research-proven strategies for stress and anxiety management that do not require extensive training to
implement. We are encouraging students to share the strategies with their families and hope that this will
be a source of meaningful and enriching discussions at home!
It is our hope that the core curriculum counseling lessons will help to promote the social emotional,
academic, and career development of our students. We hope that you can help your child reflect on these
lessons by discussing their content together. Please feel free to contact me with any questions about the
program. I can be reached via phone at 410-887-1318 or via email at amartin9@bcps.org.

Happy Reading!
Hello Woodmoor Families!
Below you will find a link to Destiny Discover which is our online library catalog.
Students can use this link to check out eBooks (books students can read on their
devices). To check out an eBook, your child will need to log in by clicking “Log In”
in the top right corner and then click on BCPS Log In. Once your child is logged
in, they can check out the eBooks or Interactive eBooks and read them directly
on their laptop! If you have any questions about how to check out eBooks, please
email Ms. Saks at rsaks@bcps.org.
https://search.follettsoftware.com/metasearch/ui/1734
Happy Reading!
Ms.Saks

Hola from Spanish!
The students are playing games like the Fly swatter game to practice vocabulary.
This month in Spanish we are working on learning names of places and things in
the classroom, clothing and jobs in our unit on How we organize ourselves? K-3
is learning about Mexico and 4-5th is learning about Venezuela. The students will
complete a project from the country to conclude the unit. All the students have
learned a song about Bate Bate Chocolate. Ask your student to share this song
with you!!

Musically Speaking
Hello Woodmoor Families!
Thank you to those who were able to attend the Virtual Band & Orchestra concert. We were thrilled with the turnout; there was
about 130 people on the Google Meet!
Information about the Spring Concert will be handed out in April. Please be on the lookout for this flyer.
In Exploratory Music we are continuing to learn about the Brass Family and becoming more familiar with the ukulele. In our Brass
Unit, we are learning the different parts of the trumpet, how to make sound on a brass instrument, and what makes an instrument
belong to the Brass Family. With our ukulele’s, we have mastered rest and play position as well as the different strumming
techniques. Now, we are learning how to play different chords on the instrument such as the A Minor, C Major, and F Major!
If you have any questions or concerns, please e-mail Mrs. Oeur at soeur@bcps.org
Thank you!

Information & Updates:

More Information & Updates:

Take a l👀 k into our Woodmoor World Cultures Week
Austria
China

Colombia

Argentina

Haiti

India

Brazil
The Philippines

Jamaica

Flashback to Black History Month!
Woodmoor’s “Black History Living Museum”

Check IT Out!!
Important information from The Special Education
Resource Center!

Water & Masks Updates
Masks are OPTIONAL!
As of March 1st, masks are optional for students and
staff in all Baltimore County Public Schools. If you
would like your child to wear a mask, please review
your expectations with your student.

Bring Your Water Bottles:
All students should plan to bring water
bottles to school daily. Please ensure your
students’ bottles are is labeled with their name.
Staying hydrated is a great healthy practice for
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