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Our Philosophy
Woodmoor Elementary aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable, and caring young people
who are active lifelong learners seeking to create a better more peaceful world.

The Principal’s Corner with Mrs. Franchesca Brown

Dear Woodmoor Elementary Parents,
Winter weather coupled with the uncertainty of the pandemic and its ongoing uctuations have been a
challenge for everyone. School closings, delays, in-person programming versus virtual programming, and asynchronous
learning have created havoc on our schedules and daily routines. In spite of these interruptions to the instructional
program, our teachers, staff, parents, and students have done a superb job of working hard to maintain a focus on learning
and achieving. With each interruption and change, students were required to readjust and maintain exibility approaching
each new challenge with resilience. To maintain a face-to-face learning program, we have had numerous supporters from
all over the school district covering classes, helping in the cafeteria, and supporting with arrival and dismissal. Parents
have come to help keep our Food Pantry operational and we are grateful for all their support. Parents, please accept my
thanks and appreciation for demonstrating such a positive attitude, which I am sure is dif cult when winter weather and
sickness from the pandemic disrupts the school and work schedules of your families. We continue to adjust the
instructional program to ensure all curricula are covered. Currently, students in grades kindergarten to 5th grade have
been reassessed in reading and we are making plans to support each student to help them achieve optimal levels of
growth for the 2nd semester.
We have of cially reached the mid-point of the school year and hopefully, spring is right around the corner. As I
re ect on the rst half of the year, I want to recognize the on-going work of our volunteers, teachers, staff, and
community partners who work tirelessly to provide learning opportunities that support and foster the school’s
philosophy and mission. We are 1 of 4 elementary magnet schools in the entire school district leading
the way in providing a world-class education that is rich with cultural diversity and thoughtful
engaging learning opportunities. Our International Baccalaureate status sets us part from other schools. Students
at Woodmoor are expected and encouraged to be critical thinkers, who inquire about the world around them and be an
instrument of change. They are passionate about their causes and they urge others to do the same.
Communication is key to our success. Baltimore County Public Schools continues to make available to all
schools a home-school communication tool. The system, called School Messenger, is an internet-based communication
tool enables schools to communicate personally with parents/guardians. School Messenger supports emergency
preparedness, parent involvement, and student attendance. The system allows me to make one phone call that reaches all
families (students and staff) within minutes. This communication tool is used in concert with other means of
communication (newsletters, letters home, emails, yers, Schoology, and the school website) to ensure effective
communication with every family. Please take time to ensure your email and phone numbers are up to date in our
system. This allows me to communicate directly to you and update you on school happenings regularly. Together, we can
guarantee our students have not only the best elementary school experience but an outstanding one.

Your Partner in Education,
Franch

ca O. Bro
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Principal - Head of Schools
An IB World School

Primary Units of Study
Preschool, How We Organize Ourselves

Preschool students are working in their How We Organize Ourselves unit, in which
they will inquire into the structure and function of organizations. Students will explore
types of transportation, how we move, and how transportation helps people in order
to develop an understanding of how transportation helps people move around their
community.

Pre-K, How the World Works

Pre-Kindergarten classes are working in their How the World Works unit, inquiring into
how living things grow and change. Students will continue to study how animals, plants,
and people grow and change. The key concept of form (What is it like?) and change will
guide students’ conceptual understanding of stages and cycles. Students will have
exciting opportunities for hands-on learning and observation during this unit.

Kindergarten, How the World Works
Kindergarten students are currently working in their How the
World Works unit, in which they will inquire into the
natural world and its laws. Through a study of English Language
Arts, Science, and Math concepts, students will learn about how
things grow, weather patterns, and the seasons.

1st Grade, How We Organize Ourselves

First Grade recently concluded their How We Organize
Ourselves unit, in which students learned about how
understanding the world around us can help us meet the needs
of our community. First graders learned about the people and
places in a community as well as how communities meet people’s
needs. Working together, students brainstormed community issues they would like to
solve; students settled on the issue of litter. As a grade-level, First
Grade planned a community clean up and created posters around
our school inviting others to clean up trash.
In their next unit, How the World Works, students will inquire
into how living things adapt to meet their needs and to thrive in
their environment. They will learn about how living things
interact, why living things adapt, and how people mimic the
features of other living things. Be on the lookout for students’
creative solutions inspired by the natural world!

2nd Grade, How the World Works

In their How the World Works unit, Second Grade students will inquire into how humans apply their understanding of matter and how it
affects the world around them. Students will learn about matter’s observable properties, how matter can change, and processes that
change the earth. The key concepts of form (What is it like?), causation (Why is it as it is?), and change (How is it changing?) will guide
students’ conceptual learning and understandings as they engage in hands on activities and investigations.

3rd Grade, How We Organize Ourselves
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Third Grade students will learn about how economic activities impact humans and the environment in their How We Organize
Ourselves unit of inquiry. Students will examine motivations for nancial decisions, as well as consequences of nancial decisions in the
past and present. Third graders will explore and practice making nancial decisions of their own as they explore the topics of needs and
wants, spending and saving, and making a personal spending plan.

Intermediate Units of Study
4th Grade, Where We Are in Place and Time

Soon, Fourth Grade students will begin their Where We Are in Place and Time unit, which will focus on
how the past in evidenced in what we see today. Students will explore the concept of “building on our
past” through literature. Through the study of geology, students will learn how what is left behind helps
us to understand the past. By focusing on change (How is it transforming?) and causation (Why is it as
it is?), students will develop their conceptual understanding of place, time, and evidence as they relate
to time and place.

5th Grade, Where We Are In Time and Place
The Fifth Grade is nishing up their Where We Are in Time and Place unit, in which they have
studied how people’s lives are shaped by the time and place in which they live. Students have
inquired into how perspective is a re ection of time and place, how power and actions are
interconnected, and human response to challenge.
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In their next unit, How We Express Ourselves, the Fifth Grade will explore how culture
in uences people’s beliefs, values, and feelings. Students will inquire into how people express
their culture and how our beliefs, values, and feelings shape our political systems.

Woodmoor Literacy Society
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is a family reading event. Each month, we will have a guest reader reading a book about a character
who exempli es one of the 10 Learner Pro les (noted on the previous page) of an IB magnet
student. This will be a monthly event for the entire family to enjoy. Please join us. The meeting in
February will be virtual.

Message from the School Nurse
Hello Families,
I hope you are all staying warm during this cold and wet month. Sleep is incredibly important
for children. According to the CDC school age children need between 9 and 11 hours of
sleep a night. Lack of sleep is not only bad for a child's health but also can affect school
performance. Some tips to improve sleep habits.
Screens off an hour before bedtime
•
A proper bedtime routine (bath, pajamas, brushing teeth.)
•
Quiet activities before bedtime
•
Turn off the lights to maintain circadian rhythm
•
Stick to the same time every night for bedtime as your body naturally adjust to this
•
time.

Message from the School Counselor Ms. Martin
Hello Woodmoor Families,
As part of our School Counseling Program, your child’s class will have the opportunity to engage
in a counseling core curriculum lesson during the month of February. The theme for this month is
Celebrating Differences. Students in primary grades will have lessons that focus on understanding
what makes people the same and different, both in ways that can be seen and unseen, as well as
learning to appreciate and accept the differences in others. Primary students will also be prompted
to re ect on what makes them different/unique. The intermediate grades will focus on how
differences make communities stronger and will re ect on how they can personally draw on their
differences to better their communities. Topics of equity and equality will also be explored. (Topics
vary depending upon speci c grade levels).
Moreover, I have the privilege of mentoring a school counseling graduate student, Ms. Goodwin.
Ms. Goodwin will be completing her school counseling internship at Woodmoor from January
18th to May 12th. She will help to support our students through classroom school counseling
lessons, individual/group counseling, and lunch bunches. If you have any questions or concerns,
please feel free to reach me at 410-887-1318 or amartin@bcps.org.

Happy Reading!
Hello Woodmoor Families,
Students will start a research project in the library this month. Students will research
community organizations that were started to help make our world a better place. After
gaining background knowledge on the topic, students will identify a problem in our
community and create a service project to x the problem. Students at Woodmoor love
this unit and come up with creative ways to solve problems in our world.
Please remind your readers to continue to return their library books to the library!
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Happy Reading,
Ms.Saks

Musically Speaking
Hello Woodmoor Families!
In Exploratory Music, we have nished our String Family unit and are now learning about the Brass Family. It is amazing
how many connections we are making between these two instrument families!
We have also started our Ukulele Unit; students are learning rest and play position, the parts of the ukulele, and the
proper strumming technique.
Concerning Band & Orchestra, the two in-person Winter Concerts have been cancelled. Instead, we will be having a
virtual Band & Orchestra Winter Concert on Tuesday, February 8th at 6:30 pm on Google Meets. Flyers were sent home
to Band & Orchestra students with the link for the Google Meet. If your family cannot attend this date for the virtual
concert, the link will be available on your student's homeroom Schoology page and can be watched any time after the
8th.Your family can also e-mail Mrs. Oeur at soeur@bcps.org for the direct link.
Thank you!
Mrs. Oeur

Information & Updates:
World Cultures Week
February 22 - 25
Monday, Feb. 22 Schools Closed
President’s Day
Tuesday, Feb. 23 Woodmoor’s
Literacy Society - Family
Reading Event
Friday, Feb. 25 International
Dress Day
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Guest Speakers will share
information about their culture
and life throughout the week.

Check IT Out!!
Important information from The Special Education
Resource Center!

Water & Masks Updates
Masks are REQUIRED!
All students should come to school with a mask and
have an extra mask as a backup.
It matters and it keeps us all safe and healthy.

Bring Your Water Bottles:
All students should plan to bring water
bottles to school daily. Please ensure your
students’ bottles are is labeled with their name.
Staying hydrated is a great healthy practice for
everyone to engage in. Let’s start drinking!
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