Why Immersion?

Proven Advantages



Dual immersion offers a rich bilingual experience for young learners when their
minds are developmentally best able to
acquire a second language. Dual immersion
programs help students attain high levels of
second language proficiency more than any
other type of instruction, short of living in a
second language environment.

World Language Proficiency

Spanish opens the door to many domestic
and international career opportunities.

even when these assessments are delivered in

Knowledge of the Spanish language is also
an asset in the fields of literature, the fine
arts, gastronomy, cinema, law and business.
Scores of major international businesses
and organizations, as well as American companies, regularly recruit candidates who
speak Spanish.

Enhanced Cognitive Skills

Students who learn Spanish perform better
on standardized tests since more that 50%
of modern day English words trace their
origins to Spanish. This means that Spanish
has a relatively quick learning curve which
boosts a student’s confidence.

Increased Cultural Sensitivity






Students achieve high levels of world language
proficiency in the immersion language.

Improved Test Performance
Research shows that immersion students perform
as well or better than their non-immersion peers
on standardized tests of English and mathematics,
English.
Immersion students develop greater cognitive
flexibility, demonstrating increased attention control, better memory and superior problem-solving
skills, as well as an enhanced understanding of
their first language.
Immersion students are much more aware of and
show a more positive attitude towards different
cultures and an appreciation of people who have
different cultural perspectives and practices.

Long-Term Benefits
Why Spanish?
Spanish is the second most widely spoken
language in the world, with more than
400 million speakers. It is the second most
spoken language in the USA.

Map of countries where Spanish is the official language.

Immersion students are better prepared for the
global community and job markets where world
language skills provide them with an economic
advantage.

Why Spanish?
Spanish is the second most widely spoken
language in the United States, and according to a
recent Bloomberg business report, the fourth
most important international and business
language after English.

Lyseth Spanish
Immersion Program
More than forty years of research documents
the power of immersion education to help
students attain high levels of world language
proficiency. No other type of instruction, short
of living in a non-English-speaking community, is

Parental Responsibilities
Commit to long-term participation in the
immersion program

In today’s educational landscape, it is
the skills needed in a global economy.

At Lyseth Elementary, students begin



Learning a second language will provide

kindergarten in a full immersion model where

our children with an advantage in an

90% of their core instruction is in Spanish.






Develop understanding of immersion
education
Read with your child in English 20-30
min. daily
Encourage use of Spanish language outside of school
Provide community support and, when
possible, volunteer
Enjoy the challenges; celebrate the results

imperative that Maine students have

increasingly competitive world.

so successful.

The Lyseth Spanish Immersion Program is open
to all Lyseth students of varying backgrounds
and abilities. Applications are open to all

How to Enroll
For information about enrolling your child in
the Lyseth Spanish Immersion Program
please contact the Lyseth Elementary School
or visit the school’s website at https://
lyseth.portlandschools.org/

students enrolling in Kindergarten at Lyseth.
Parents who believe that their child may have
significant communication delays in their first
language should seriously weigh the pros and
cons of enrolling their child in an immersion
program.

